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PROPOSAL DISCUSSION PAPER 

  
1. CONSIDERATIONS 
 
1.1  At its first meeting the Group requested a continuation of the discussion around 

the following points: 
 

 A more developed purpose for the themed event of Living History with direct 
connectivity of activities to the Town.   

 A focus on ‘living’ history (to include within living generations). 

 Creation of legacy information that schools, clubs and groups can engage 
with as part of their learning following any activity delivery. 

 Exploration to move away from the current dates/delivery approach, e.g., 
bolting a history activity onto other events, changing the delivery dates, an 
ongoing development of history activity with no specific event date, or a 
specific event delivery. 

 Maintaining an element of performance / engagement when new historic 
activity is created. 

 Consideration is for the long-term future of the Living History Event.  
 
1.2 Cultural and Economic Services Committee, at its meeting on 01/03/21, 

requested the group consider including Black History Month (BHM) in its 
considerations. The fixed annual month for BHM is October. If delivery of history 
themed activity is moved, it would not prevent the inclusion of black and ethnic 
minority residents’ stories in proposed activities.  

 
1.3 There remains a keen interest in continuing to translate local history into 

accessible and engaging formats to : 

 Celebrate, 

 Inform and educate, 

 Engender pride, 

 Introduce the town’s history to new residents, 

 Ensure the Town’s history and ‘living’ history remains known and apparent. 
 



 
  
1.4 Previously, discussion identified a lack of a clearly stated remit for the event. 

The 5 bullet points listed at 1.3 could serve to offer a guiding remit for activities 
delivered under the theme Living History.  
 
 

2. PROPOSED DELIVERY  
 
2.1 To deliver both physical and digital content via the Buzzard Trails app, 

launching a new trail annually in October. Alongside the digital content, a period 
of additional publicity would take place.  

 
2.2 Additional publicity would include characters from the trail positioned around 

the Town Centre (or wider area) in the location which they are associated with 
alongside refreshed social and printed media messaging about the Buzzard 
Trails app.  
 

2.3 A theme or time-period could be chosen for each trail, ensuring diversity and 
inclusivity with the characters and locations chosen. This may also include 
members of the public currently living or working within the town.  
 

2.4 Following the delivery of the annual launch activity, the trail would become 
available for individual members of the public, schools and uniformed 
organisations to take part in at any time either physically or digitally.  

 
2.5 For those not able to use an app or website, a printed booklet would be made 

available alongside a downloadable version from the Leighton-Linslade Town 
Council website.  
 

2.6 Through the app and the website, those who have an interest in Leighton-
Linslade but live outside of the parish would also be able to access the legacy 
content. This approach extends the activity and budget to span the whole of the 
calendar year.   
 

2.7 To ensure the long-term viability of Living History trails and legacy projects 
within the town, the budget for the Living History Day would be used. The 
budget for Living History Day has been £10,700 annually (101/4516).  
 

2.8 An annual budget to deliver the History Trails and legacy projects would be 
(approx.);  

 
 

Living History Trail - Sourcing of trail information 
- Vocal recording 
- Location & map updating 
- Uploading onto app / app 

edits 
 

£2,500 



 
  

Promotion  - On street activity (re-
enactment characters up to 
x 5 persons) 

- Signage around town 
- Newspaper / printed media 

advertising  
 

£3,000 

Legacy & Printed 
media  

- Filming of characters in 
position, editing & uploading 
onto website  

- Activity packs for schools / 
youth groups  

- Printed booklets for those 
without internet access 

£2,000 

Town History 
Projects  

- Additional legacy / town 
history projects / 
installations  

£3,200 

 TOTAL £10,700 

  
 
3. CONCLUSION 
 
3.1  Initial discussions recognised a lack of guiding principles for the theme of Living 

History whether it is delivered as an event, or differently, e.g., above proposal.  
The 5 bullet points listed at 1.3 could offer this guidance.  

 
3.2 The proposals in section 2 would allow the town to be celebrated all year round  

by those who visit, live and work within the Parish. 
 
3.3 Digital content can allow information to be accessed throughout the year and 

without geographical boundaries.  Physical and printed content ensures those 
without access to the internet remain included, and able to obtain the 
information shared. Content can be designed to be useful to community groups 
and schools.  
 

3.4 The above proposal aims to extend the reach and longevity of the work created 
under Council’s existing remit to celebrate the Town’s history. The approach 
recognises new and existing presentation formats.  It builds on the recently 
developed legacy information and would create more towards developing a 
‘catalogue’ of unique insights to the Town’s history. This level of open access 
provides good value for money. 

 
 
End 
 
 
  


